
English IV AP Vocabulary Unit 1: Word Power 

Short Words 

1. gad: (verb) to move about, travel, usually in a kind of aimless way 

2. ken: (noun) refers to your understanding, the limits of your knowledge; one’s range or 

knowledge 

3. vex: (verb) to annoy or perplex; to frustrate especially with trivial matters 

4. vie: (verb) to compete, to contend 

Manners 

5. decorum: (noun) pleasing set of manners and awareness of what is considered proper 

within any one social group 

6. seemly: (adjective) describes behavior that is appropriate, fitting the accepted rules of 

conduct; decorous 

7. gaffe: (noun) a blunder, an awkward social moment; a synonym is faux pas (a false step) 

8. boor: (noun) a person with no social sense, one with rude or non-existent manners; an 

unrefined, ill-mannered person 

9. savoir faire: (noun) the ability to act or speak appropriately in social situations 

Talking 

10. laconic: (adjective) using very few words 

11. taciturn: (adjective) reserved or uncommunicative in speech—saying little 

12. succinct: (adjective) concise; briefly and clearly expressed (especially of something written 

or spoken) 

13. garrulous: (adjective) talkative, talking a great deal, talking too much, going on and on; 

excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters; a synonym is loquacious 

14. glib: (adjective) words come easily but with insincerity or superficiality 

15. pithy: (adjective) concise and forcefully expressive 

Stubbornness 

16. obdurate: (adjective) hardhearted; resistant to persuasion; stubbornly persistent in 

wrongdoing 

17. fractious: (adjective) unruly; peevish (easily irritated by small things) or cranky; 

quarrelsome; hard to control; full of anger and disagreement 

18. intractable: (adjective) difficult to manage or govern 

19. incorrigible: (adjective) unable to be reformed or corrected 

20. dogged: (adjective) stubbornly persevering; having or showing tenacity and grim persistence 

21. recalcitrant: (adjective) stubbornly resistant to authority 

  



Confusion 

22. obfuscate: (verb) make confusing or difficult to understand; render obscure, unclear, or 

unintelligible 

23. melee: (noun) a brawl, a confused fight 

24. bedlam: (noun) any place or situation of utter confusion or noisy uproar 

25. confounded: (adjective) confused; befuddled; can be used as a verb—to confound or cause 

surprise or confusion 

26. quagmire: (noun) a swampy, muddy piece of land; a difficult predicament 

Animals 

27. equine: (adjective) relating to horses 

28. bovine: (adjective) of or relating to the characteristics of cows, oxen, or buffaloes; sluggish 

and dull; slow-moving and dull-witted 

29. lupine: (adjective) ravenous (extremely hungry) or rapacious (greedily taking by force), that 

is, having the characteristics of a wolf or wolfish 

30. ursine: (adjective) relating to or resembling bears 

31. simian: (adjective) resembling an ape or monkey 

32. serpentine: (adjective) snakelike; resembling a snake 

33. avian: (adjective) having the characteristics of birds 

Age 

34. dotage: (noun) old age, a time when a person is weakened and often less able to remember 

or do things 

35. venerable: (adjective) commanding respect because of old age, wisdom, or character 

36. callow: (adjective) immature; inexperienced 

37. dowager: (noun) a widow who holds property or a title that comes from her deceased 

husband; a dignified elderly woman 

38. wizened: (adjective) dried up; withered; shriveled or wrinkled with age 

Greeks and Romans 

39. mercurial: (adjective) characterized by rapid and unpredictable changes in mood 

40. odyssey: (noun) long, adventurous journey; literal journey or a journey of the intellect or 

spirit 

41. muse: (noun) a traditional female figure of artistic inspiration 

42. muse: (verb) to become absorbed in thought 

43. bemuse: (verb) to confuse, puzzle, or bewilder 

44. saturnine: (adjective) gloomy or even bitterly sarcastic and mocking 

45. nemesis: (noun) an opponent or enemy that is very difficult to defeat; rival; archenemy 

  



Give and Take 

46. magnanimous: (adjective) extremely generous and forgiving; courageously noble in mind 

and heart 

47. parsimonious: (adjective) excessively stingy 

48. prodigal: (adjective) extremely wasteful or extravagant; lavishly abundant 

49. frugal: (adjective) thrifty; economical 

50. munificent: (adjective) very generous in giving; more generous than is usual or necessary 

Combining and Separating 

51. eclectic: (adjective) made up from a variety of sources 

52. motley: (adjective) composed of a variety of sources; having many colors 

53. corroborate: (verb) to confirm; to bring in new evidence to strengthen or support an idea or 

argument 

54. asunder: (adverb) apart; divided 

55. cleave: (verb) to split; to cut; to stick to; to be faithful to 

Fortune’s Fool 

56. propitious: (adjective) presenting favorable circumstances or a positive outcome 

57. boon: (noun) timely benefit or stroke of good luck 

58. adverse: (adjective) opposed to one’s interests or unfavorable; harmful 

59. detrimental: (adjective) causing damage, harm, or loss 

60. travesty: (noun) grotesque parody of something or a disastrous mockery; a false, absurd, or 

distorted representation 

61. debacle: (noun) a sudden, disastrous downfall or defeat; a fiasco 

62. fiasco: (noun) a complete failure, especially in a humiliating way 

63. rout: (noun) overwhelming defeat or disorderly retreat after battle 

Miscellaneous 

64. miasma: (noun) poisonous atmosphere or influence; unhealthy smell or vapor 

65. automaton: (noun) a robot; a person that responds in a mechanical way; mechanical and 

emotionless 

66. pomp: (noun) magnificent or dignified, ceremonial display 

67. egregious: (adjective) outstandingly bad or offensive 

68. ululation: (noun) howl or wail of lamentation 

  



Work Ethic 

69. sedulous: (adjective) diligent in application or pursuit 

70. herculean: (adjective) requiring great power or strength 

71. meticulous: (adjective) very careful about doing something in an extremely accurate and 

exact way 

72. punctilious: (adjective) very careful about behaving properly and doing things in a correct 

and accurate way 

73. fastidious: (adjective) difficult to please, having high standards, showing excessive care 

74. assiduous: (adjective) showing great care, attention, and effort 

75. tenacious: (adjective) very determined to do something; clinging to something 

76. alacrity: (adjective) speedy and cheerful willingness to do something 

77. frenetic: (adjective) filled with excitement, activity, or confusion; fast and energetic in a 

rather wild and uncontrolled manner 

78. febrile: (adjective) marked or caused by fever; feverish; having or showing a great deal of 

nervous excitement or energy 


